
T H E C E N T E N N I A L

As we contemplate our himdrodtli anniversary, our Centennial, we

may recall the words of the American tourist who said, as he stood by

Che columns of the Temple of the Castors In the Roman Forum, "I guess

there must be qui te a s tory behind a l l t i l l s . "

Well, i t seems there Is. We meet precisely one hundred years

after eight gentlemen of Gerraantown met in the laboratory of Henry

Carvill Lewis on 22 October 1879 "to consider the project of forming

a s c i e n c e c l u b i n G e r m a n t o w n . "

It Is not surprising that tbese men should have been thinking

about Science, a subject much In the minds of the day, and much ne

glected in many a school. It used to be called "Natural Philosophy,"

and it was to further this that James Wills, an Overseer of Penn

Charter, and founder of the Wills Eye Hospital, made a gift to the

School for lec tures in Natura l Ph i losophy. Th is was In t82/ i .

Our same American tourliit 1h depleted as walking along, guide

book in hand, in gome spot which he has been led Co believe is impor

tant, and asking, "How long before we come to something?" We come at

once to the second meeting of these same gentlemen, on 4 November,

when they adopted the name "Science and Art Club," planned for a mem

bersh ip o f twenty -five , and adopted ru les . I t was no t un t i l 1881

that the membership l imi t was sec at fi f ty.

Among other th ings, Che ru les specifical ly state that evening

dress is not required at meetings, and clearly list exactly what is

to be served for re f reshments: " (They) shal l be l imi ted to ice cream,

coffee, chocolate, tea, lemonade, sandwiches and cake."

Only ten years ago, when I was President, it was found that some
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generous hosts were serving extra delicacies, such as coasted cheese

s t i c k s { d e l i c i o u s , a n d t h e r e f o r e f a t t e n i n g ) . S o t h e E x e c u t i v e C o t n -

ra l t tee took up the matter in solemn session. I pointed out th. i t the

or ig ina l ru le had been in e f fec t fo r on ly n ine ty years , tha t i t had

met the test of t ime, and thnt an organization such as ours does not

move hastily. The Committee agreed, and informed the members that the

r u l e w a s s t i l l i n e f f e c t a n d t h a t " e x t r a s " w o r e n o t a p p r o v e d .

But In memory of the original rule, we have tonight arranged to

s e r v e l e m o n a d e .

A c e n t e n n i a l i s a n o c c a s i o n f o r l o o k i n g b o t h f o r w a r d a n d b a c k ,

so let us glance back and not leave our history "safe" in the hallowed

quiets of the past." (howell) Yet why is it that wo choose a hundred

years as the time for a special occasion? Simply bec.iuse wc have ten

fingers. We are dictated to by the duclmnls which those ten digits

have given us. Wc observe even fives, that is, a handful, or even

tons, that Is, two hnndsfii l , as wel l as Che mult iples of these amounts.

In other cul tures, Che base Is twenty, for we . i l l have ten toes, too,

a n d t h e y c a n b e c o u n t e d .

B u t f o r b e t t e r o r f o r w o r s e t h e n , w e a r e w e d d e d t o t e n s , a n d s o

dominant is this concept that after we count to ten, wo use the word

"eleven," which means simply "one more (than ten)," . ind twelve, which

moans " two more ( than ten) . " Thus, a l l th rough the ' teens ( that is ,

Che tens), we get to twenty, which shows by its ending -ty, for "ten"

c h a t i t i s t w o t e n s .

A s C O c e n t e n n i a l s i n g e n e r a l , t h e y t e l l u s c h a t O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y

d e c l i n e d a n i n v i t a t i o n t o a t t e n d c e r e m o n i e s w h i c h m a r k e d C h e s i x -

hundred-and-fif t iech anniversary of a European univers i ty, on the

ground that Oxford observes only "centenaries."
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Let us see what things were like in the year 1879. There were

only th i r ty-eight states. Washington and the two Dakotas came In ten

years later, in 1889; Idaho in 1890; Utah, in 1896 (after the Federal

Government had invaded the r ight of pr ivacy of I ts c i t izens by forc ing

them to renounce polygamy). Oklnhotiui became n state in 1906, but

the geography book which I used in the I.lanorch Public School still

showed i t on the map as " Indian Terr i tory." I remember that i t was

colored green, and stood out with Its panhandle, among it neighbors.

Arizona and New Mexico Joined in 1912; Alaska and Hawaii in 1959.

C h a r l e s B e a r d , i n h i s f a m o u s H i s t o r y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , s a y s

of the economy of the decades following the War Between the States,

that most of the years were years of depression. As to politics, he

adds that, " I t was a rare year that didn't produce a fresh exposure

(of corruption) in high places." Tammany was exposed in 1871. The

t e r r i b l e C r e d i t M o b i l i e r c r a s h o c c u r r e d i n 1 8 7 2 , w h i l e t h e f a m o u s

Wlilskey Ring scandal reached all the way into the office of President

G r a n t t o h i s p e r s o n a l s e c r e t a r y .

What did our founders see in the Western world? Germany, united

and powerful under the Prussians after the defeat of France, had a

C h a n c e l l o r n a m e d O t t o B i s m a r c k .

In England, Queen Victoria had been declared Empress of India

only two years before, and her Prime Minister was a man named Gladstone.

Gar ibald i was st i l l on hand In I ta ly, which was now tr iumpl innt ly cal led

Italia Redenta ed Una, "Italy Redcoraed and United," with Humbert I

s u c c e s s o r t o V i c t o r E m m a n u e l I I ( 1 8 7 1 - 1 8 7 8 ) o n C h e t h r o n e .

Things were normal in Russia. Sixteen revolutionists were executed

in 1879, and terrorists tried to blow up that vicious monarch, Alexander II.

He was successfully put away two years later.
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The Irish Question was much in mind, and one Charles Stewart

I 'arncl l was act ively promoting Che Land League In an effort to al leviate

t h e w r e t c h e d c o n d i t i o n o f t h e I r i s h p e a s a n t .

Turkey had been put out of Europe as a Russian army entered

Adrinnople, while Stanley had emerged from Africa only the year before,

turning Che thoughts of European powers still more to the Dark Continent.

T h e B r i t i s h w e r e s a i d t o h a v e i n f o r m e d R u s s i a t h a t t h e F o r e i g n

policy of Afghanistan was to be predominantly British. That unhappy

country has been fought over again and again, and is stlli a source of

t h e s a m e k i n d o f t r o u b l e .

The Br i t ish, by the way, had subjugated the Zulu Nat ion. Henry

George published a book called "Progress and Poverty," Pavlov's dog

salivated iiaCisfnccorlly, one Mary Baker Eddy chartered the Church of

Chr is t Sc ient is t in Boston, and the famous Tra in Bleu made i ts firs t

e x t e n d e d r u n .

But what about Science, of which the Club proposed to take special

notice? There had been enormous expansion in the field of Chemistry,

following upon the discovery of the principle of conservation of energy.

Solar photography was Just beginning, and the steamship Arizona made

a new transat lant ic record, crossing in 7 days, 9 hours, 23 minutes.

With the help of J. P. Morgan, the Edison Electric Light Company

had Just been formed, Schliomann was back digging at Troy, Woolworth

opened i t s fi rs t five-and- ten-cen t s to re , sacchar in was acc iden ta l l y

discovered, and in the field of Music, Brahms' Concerto in D Minor

had its first performance in Leipzig, and "In the Evening By the Moonlight"

was composed for the Georgia Minstrels.

On 15 May 1879, Ferdinand dcLesseps was elected President of an

organization formed to build a canal across the isthmus of Panama,
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and I.aplace st.Tt<>d that the planets of the solar system were Formed

f r o m t h e c o n d e n s a t i o n o f n e b u l a e .

Right here at homo, the Philadelphia Local Telegraph Co. had

perfected an arrangement whereby Its clients in various ports of the

City cotild bo put into immediate tcluphonic connection with one another.

The "Scientific American" cells us chat this was accomplished "by means

of a walnut f rame wi th br ight st r ips of brass punctured wi th holes into

which wires are fitted to make Che necessary connection. It accommodates

n o f e w e r t h a n A O O l i n e s . "

The Philadelphia Public Ledger of 22 October 1879 says there

w.as a light tain, and Che evening temperature was 58°. It also reported

t h a t C h e s t r e e t s S o u t h o f C l i e s t n u t S t r e e t w e r e i n b e t t e r r e p a i r t h a n t h o s e

to Che North. Were the powerful polit icians of Chose days just where Clicy

now are? The front page is fil led with t iny type in which John Wanatnaker

ran two columns of advertIsemenis. You could buy a sewing machine for S15.

In the Terr i tory of New Mexico, Indians had ki l led a United States

Collector, and a whole company of Indians had deserted from the United

States Amy. The Grand International Division of Locomotive Engineers,

meeting in Kansas City, h.id elected one F. M. Arthur as Grand Chief Engineer.

Captain Boyle, of the Bri t ish bark Carpione, bound from Balt imore

to Bordeaux, had had to put in at Fortress Monroe because of a mutiny

i n h i s c r e w .

Rutherford B. liaycs (graduate of Kenyon and Harvard, by the way)

was President dur ing al l th is. He is possibly best known to fame as

the winner, by one e lectora l vote, over Samuel T. Ti lden. I t was not

unt i l 2 March 1876 chat a specia l commit tee, vot ing a long str ic t ly party

l i n e s , d e c i d e d 8 - 7 t h a t H a y e s w a s t h e w i n n e r .
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What of Che llcerary scene? It seems Chat great writers come

along with great national expansion. For example, in the first century

B.C., the Augustan Age of Rome, and In Che first century A.D., the

Silver Arc, the greatest writers came alongt Caesar, Catullus, Horace,

Llvy, Martial, Juvenal, Pliny the Elder, Qulntlllan, Vergil, Phaedrua.

We see much the same phenomenon when we look at Che writers of

poetry who were alive In 1079. It was Emerson who said, "When duty

whispers low, 'Thou Must,' the youth replies, 'I can.'" What does he

s a y t o d a y ?

Longfellow Cold us that "Life Is not an empty dream," and was con

venient to quote In the celebrated RoosevelC-Churchlll communication,

"Sail on, 0 Ship of State / Sail on, 0 Union Strong and Great!"

Tennyson wrote of "the garden where the firefly wakens on a

summer night," and gave us epics about Sir Richard Grenvllle, Ulysses,

and King Arthur. Browning cried, "The year's at the spring / And day's
at the morn," and sighed, "0 to be in England / Now Chat April's there."

Walt Whitman heard America singing, and announced that "Life shall

be capricious, vehement, spiritual, and bold," while Matthew Arnold

insisted that "The will is free / Strong is Che soul, wise and beautiful,"

and hoped for "the endless extinction of unhappy hates."

Emily Dickinson exclaimed, on behalf of all of us, "A precious

molderlng pleasure 'tis / To meet an antique book / In just the dress

his century wore." She, too, IC was who said, "Indeed, there Is no

frigate like a book / To take us to lands away."

Edward Fitzgerald had translated Omar Khayyam Into splendid

quatrains, with wise words about a Book of Verses underneath the bough.

One wonders how much of all tills was Omar and how much Fitzgerald.
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Yet by 1893, every one of these writers was dead, and a kind of

era was ending. Another troupe of perfomers was coming on the scene.

Trollope was already 64, George Eliot 60. Uuxley was 54, Lord Lytton 48.

Hark Twain 44, Bret Harte 40, Henry James 36, and Swinburne 42.

Lewis Carroll was 47: "Tut, tut," said the Duchess, "Everything's got

a moral if only you can find it." Our moral, we find, is that great writers

dcco tnpany g tcaC c in i cs<

And now for a look nt our own pnac, and some of our annlversarlca.

On the tenth anniversary, only five of the original twenty-five founders

still belonged to the Club. As for this decade, of our fifty Dembcrs

o f 1970 , on l y twen ty -n ine s t i l l be long today.

At that tenth, Henry H/irtshornc spoke, and inquired about the

origin of the word club. Well, it is the same word as the one which oicnna

"stick," and which, as a verb, meant, "gather into a mass." This meaning

is archaic, but we keep it in the expression "clubbed hair." So here we

ore, gnthcred into a mass, It scemB, and we note with embarrassment that

o u r w o r d i s a l s o s e e n i n c l u m p .

He fa l l somewhat in to the happy t radi t ion of the Hemald Tavern,

Hi l ls ' Coffee House in Covcnt Garden, the Hitre, and the Turk's Head,

where Burke, Coldsoith, Reynolds, Boswell were members. It was from

another club, Benjamin Franklin's Junto, that the American Philosophical

Society sprang. We have a good example of this sort of thing in the

Frankl in Inn Club of Fhl lndelphln, which was founded In 1902.

Our sixtieth annivcrsnry, In 1940, brought us the first of the

fine brochures which list all the programs, the officers, and members

from the beginning. Charles Francis Jenkins was the speaker on that

occasion. He said that two programs stood out in his memory, the one of

March 1915, when Alfred Noyes rend his poems, including "The Highwayman"
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a n d " C o m e D o u n C o K c w I n I . l l a c T i m e . " T h e o t h e r w a s t h e v i s i t o f

Robert Frost. But Jenkins at the same time declared, with sotnGChing of

t h e v i e w p o i n t o f O x f o r d , t h a t n o a n n i v e r s a r y o f a n y t h i n g . s h o u l d b e c e l e b r . a c e c i

b e t w e e n C h e fi f t l e C h a n d t h e h u n d r e d t h .

T h e r e d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e b e e n a n y s p e c i a l c e l e b r a t i o n o f o u r

S e v e n t y - fi f t h , b u t a n o t h e r fi n e b r o c h u r e w a s p r i n t e d i n 1 9 5 5 . T h e N i n e t i e t h

Ye a r w a s l i k e w i s e p a s s e d o v e r .

U l i a t , t h e n , o f t h e p r o g r a m s o f o l d ? H o s t o f u s h a v e h e a r d o r r e a d

o f C h e f a m o u s fi r s t m e e t i n g , h e l d o n 5 F e b r u a r y 1 8 8 0 , a t t h e h o m e o f

Charles W. Chandler, when the Reverend H. E. McCook spoke on "The Honey

Ant and Che Garden of the Gods." What a happy subject for Che first prograral

l ' e r l > a p s t h e h o n e y a n t m i g h t b e C l u b m a s c o t o r s y m b o l .

I n t h o s e d a y s , C h e C l u b m e t o f c e n e r t h a n i t d o e s n o w . I n 1 8 8 0 , f o r

i n s t a n c e , m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d t w i c e i n F e b r u a r y a n d i n M a r c h a n d A p r i l a n d

H a y . H e r e b e g a n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f a l o n g i n t e r v a l b e t w e e n t h e l a s t m e e t i n g

o f t h e s p r i n g a n d t h e fi r s t o f C h e f a l l . I n 1 8 8 0 t h e i n t e r v a l l a s t e d f r o m

15 Hay to 26 November, and chat was the last meeting of Che year.

I n 1 8 8 1 , t h e r e w e r e n i n e m e e t i n g s ; n o n e b e t w e e n 3 1 M a r c h a n d 2 3 N o v e m b e r.

I n 1 8 8 3 , t h e r e w e r e t w e l v e . I t w a s n o t u n t i l 1 9 A 5 t h a t C h e c u r r e n t c u s t o m

was adopted, with a total of seven regular meetings, skipping the months of

J u n e , J u l y, A u g u s t , S e p t e m b e r a n d D e c e m b e r .

The farther back we go, the fewer the meetings at which the host

(or his wife) was in charge of the programs. From 1880 to 1919, only

three percent had the host as speaker. But from 1920 through 1929, the

p e r c e n t a g e w a s s e v e n t e e n . A b i g c h a n g e o c c u r r e d i n t h e 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 5 9 d e c a d e ,

when th i r t y -s i x pe rcen t were the respons ib i l i t y o f the hos t .
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I n 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 9 , 3 3 I S , a n d t h u s f a r , I n 1 9 7 0 - 7 9 , o f t h e s e v e n t y - c l R h t

n o G t l n f ' s , t h l r c y - e i g h t o r h a v e l i o o n g i v e n b y o u r h o s t s . C a n I t

b e t h a t w o h a v e b e c o m e a m o r e v e r s a t i l e a n d l e a r n e d g r o u p ?

L e t u s s e e w h a t s u b j e c t s h a v e e n g a g e d o u r i n t e r e s t ? I n a r o u g h

b r e a k d o w n o f p r o g r a m s , w e fi n d t h a t R e o g r a p h y a n d T r a v e l fi g u r e I n a b o u t

I 7 Z , M u s i c I n 1 4 X , l . l t e r a r y t o p i c s I n 1 2 1 ! ; , H i s t o r y a n d S c i e n c e I n 7 X e a c h ,

P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e a n d A r t i n 6 % e a c h .

B u t o u r I n t e r e s t s r a n g e d f a r a n d w i d e , a n d i n c l u d e d p r o g r a m s d e a l i n g

w i t h M e d i c i n e , B i o g r a p h y , E d u c a t i o n , S o c i o l o g y , B i r d s , t h e T h e a t r e , L a w ,

A s t r o n o m y, P h o t o g r a p h y , a n d n o l e s s t h a n fi v e d e a l i n g w i t h c i t y w a t e r s u p p l i e s .

Since the hosts in earl ier decades so rarely provided programs of their

o w n , m a n y d i s t i n g u i s h e d s p e a k e r s w e r e b r o u g h t t o m e e t i n g s . I n a d d i t i o n t o

A l f r e d S o y e s a n d R o b e r t F r o s t , a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , o t h e r l i t e r a r y fi g u r e s

were F. Uopkinson Smith, Agnes Reppllerl Catlierine Drinker Bowen, anci

E l i z a b e t h C r a y V i n i n g .

A m o n g t h e e d u c a t o r s w e r e t h r e e P r e s i d e n t s o f l l a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e :

I s a a c S h a r p l e s s , W i l l i a m W. C o m f o r t , a n d G i l b e r t W h i t e ; a l s o E d w a r d M a g l l l

and Frank Aydelotte, Presidents of Swarchmore, and Marion Park of Bryn Mawr.

A m o n g t h e a r t i s t s w e r e L a d y G r e g o r y o f t h e I r i s h P l a y e r s ;

N i c o l a D ' A s c e n z o , P h i l a d e l p h i a s t a i n e d - g l a s s e x p o r t ; F x J n a P h i l l i p s a n d

T h a d d e u B R i c h o f t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a O r c h e s t r a , V i c t o r H e r b e r t a n d S l g m i m d S p a e t l i .

O t h e r w e l l - k n o w n v i s i t o r s w e r e A d m i r a l P e a r y , D i s c o v e r e r o f t h e

North Pole; Rudolph Blankenberg, Mayor of Philadelphia; and Clarence Pickett,

o f t h e A m e r i c a n F r i e n d s S e r v i c e C o m m i t t e e .
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AmoiiR the well-knov.-n members of old, we may mention the following:

S a m u e l C h e w Joseph UTia r ton W i l l i a m T . T i l d e n
N

T h o m a s P. C o p e , J r. J u s t u s S t r a w b r l d g e M o r r i s L . C o o k e

P h i l i p C . G a r r e t t J o h n C . W i n s t o n J o s e p h F. P e r o t

Corne l ius Weyg. - ind t - S . - i m u e l T . B o d i n e C . C r c s s o n W l s t o r

R d w a r d T. S t o t c . s h u r y W i l l i a m G . W a r d e n

So much, then, for a century gone. Wliat of today and tomorrow?

We jiavc held to ideas of old, and tonight wc meet just as did those original

members. The rules In effect at the first program, which Cook place on

5 Fobruary 1880, are In effect right now. Wo are .a kind of refuge from the

stormy blast of modernity, a place where the winds of change do not blow, a

w e l c o m e r e f u g e , i n d e e d .

For today nothing Is so pernuancnt as ch.inge. Our natures are not

equipped to assimilate tlio torrent of new things which confront us; things

whlcli often quickly give way to others quite as astonishing. It is no

longer clie old conservative fellow who throws up his hands in dl.smay, who

wants to stop the world and get off; he has plenty of company.

Emily Dickinson's frigate now often turns out to be a gaudy rowboat,

often quite dirty, and those it carries away land in a swamp where it

self-destructs, as modern books will surely do, and as most of them surely

.should, a long with current "popular songs."

There is an everlasting ephemerallcy about it all. For Instance,

books now stay on best seller lists for a much shorter time than they did

only a few years ago.

But though our authors of 1879 have lasted, who reads them for fun or

In an English class? Shall they not be forgotten except for some rummaging

s c h o l a r ?
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Horace said, "I shall be quoted as long as the pontlfex ascends

t h e C a p i t o l w i t h t h e s i l e n t V e s t a l . " H i s f a m e o u t l a s t e d R o m e . W i l l t h e

s n m e b e s a i d o f Te n n y s o n , E m e r s o n , a n d t h e r e s t ?

L e t u s t h e n a p p l y t o o u r C l u b a p r i n c i p l e s o p r o u d l y p u t f o r t h b y

Q u i n t u s E n n i u s , w r i t i n g a b o u t 2 0 0 B . C . , w h o s a i d , i n a fi n e h e x a m e t e r :

"Horibus antiquis res stat Romana vlr lsque." "Broad-based upon

h e r a n c i e n t w a y s a n d m e n a t a n d e t l i t h e R o m a n S t a t e . "

Let us proudly say, "Holding to customs of old, endureth the

S c i e n c e a n d A r t C l u b . "

O c t o b e r 2 2 , 1 9 8 0 J o h n F . G u n m e r e
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